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Thank you very much for inviting me here today to talk to you. Prime Minister,
firstly on behalf of the European Parliament, can I thank you for hosting the
launch event today and it is a very encouraging sign of the commitment of you
and your Presidency to development issues. I look forward to working with you
and your ministers in the coming six months. President Juncker, High
Representative, Parliament is delighted that you have put development policy
high on the agenda in your work programme for 2015. I think your presence
here today shows that commitment and I know we can work together to have
a good European Year for Development and lay a strong foundation for these
coming years.

Now, I wasn't the Chair of the European Parliament's Development Committee
when the decision was taken to have this year as the European Year for
Development. I was told that the idea came from within the European
Parliament. But last night I went to the 10th birthday celebration of LAPAS, the
Latvian NGO platform, and they told me −and I have it confirmed since− that
the idea indeed came from NGOs in Latvia to have the Year and they pushed
the idea. So I think we should congratulate the NGOs from Latvia.

NGOs are vital to the work on development that the European Union does and
we must support non-governmental organisations both within the European
Union and in the developing countries because they are vital to delivering the
kind of projects, the policies that we want to see.

Now as others have said, the European Year for Development gives us an
opportunity to raise public awareness and have a big public debate about
development policies. 2015 is the year when the Millennium Development
Goals reach their target year. I think we can reflect a little bit of what have we
learnt over those 15 years? I think the first important lesson for me is that
development policy works. Now for those working in the development field
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that sounds obvious, but there is a public debate out there where people say
"oh we're not sure it works", "we can't afford it", "we got our own problems",
but I think it really had worked, and if we look at results of the Millennium
Development Goals, we see  2 billion people now with access to clean water,
over 3 million children's lives saved from Malaria, millions of lifted out of
people - real people with real names and real faces, and the aim of the year
should be to put names to those faces and make it a reality that people
understand what really has been achieved and what has happened.

And of course, more needs to be done. There are also some disappointing
results, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa and I think we should look with some
focus on why in some areas this has failed; and of course conflicts and
problems like Ebola hampers even the modest progress that has been made.
So we really need to pay attention to conflict prevention and of course
continue the work on tackling crises like Ebola.

But 2015 has got to be much more than a shop window for what we have done
in the past. It's got to be a year of action.   The other speakers have spoken
about the two key international events that are happening, the work on the
SDGs, the Sustainable Development Goals, first of all, in September at the
United Nations. These will be universal goals, as had been said by President
Juncker. They will apply not just to developing countries, but to all our
countries, and that's because we share a common planet, and we share a
common future. We, in the European Union, have to think how we are going
to implement those goals because they will apply to us as well as to developing
countries. And I am very pleased therefore that we have the Commissioner for
development here today but the Commissioner for environment policy as well,
because we need to work together across the European Union to have a
coherent policy and I think we need to think about how we're going to make
that work after the UN Summit in September.

And then in Paris, in December, we'll have the global climate talks, and this is
crucial for development. A number of years ago I went with an NGO to
Northern Kenya and I met people there for whom climate change is a reality
now, they are living now with the consequences of climate change. It is not a
future problem which is coming. It made it clear to me that poverty will never
be history unless we tackle climate change. So that has to be a priority and it
has to be linked to the work we're doing on the SDGs. So everybody on this
platform has the responsibility to make those two processes work and to get
the global agreement, so that 2015 leaves a real legacy for development.
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But during this year as well, in 2015, the European Commission is updating its
gender action plan. For me one of the most disturbing phenomena of recent
years is the escalating violence against women and girls in areas of conflicts.
We are seeing women's education under attack. We are seeing the constant
undermining of the progress we've made on women's rights, on our access to
education and our right to control our own destiny.

The European Parliament has shown its determination to stand up for women
and girls by awarding the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought to Malala in
2013 for the extraordinary courage she has shown in defending the right of
girls to an education. And just before Christmas, we gave the 2014 prize to Dr
Denis Mukwege for the extraordinary work that he and his team are
undertaking in very very difficult conditions in the Panzi hospital in the
Democratic Republic of Congo. There they treat women and girls who are
victims of the violent conflict and the things that he told Parliament, the
atrocities that we see in that country,  brought tears to everybody's eyes.

I hope that in 2015, in this European Year for Development, the Commission
and all the Institutions will work very hard on gender issues and I hope I can
count on your support to make that a reality in 2015.

So, four goals for me for 2015:
That a greater number of people, a greater number of citizens understand

our development policy, understand why it is important, that they can put
faces to the names of the people whose lives are saved and can have the sense
that it really does make a difference. I think we need to get that through across
in our policies.

We need to get a wider understanding of the debate on the Sustainable
Development Goals, that people have ownership of these goals and
understand what they mean both for the developing world but in their own
countries as well.

Within the EU institutions we need to work hard on how we are going to
implement the SDGs, how we are going to make sure they'll really deliver
something concrete. They are not just words on paper. We have to have some
clear targets and there has to be a monitoring to make sure they're met.
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And last but not least I think we should work together to put some concrete
proposals in our Year for Development that illustrate the way that EU values
on development work - concrete projects.  And I look forward to working with
the Commissioner for Development on some ideas in this area. I know that
some ideas are already out there and I think we should work on them.

I want to finish now by recalling some words from Nelson Mandela, something
he said ten years ago in London because I think they summarize for me what
our Year should be about.

He said:
“Like slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is man-made and it
can be overcome and eradicated by the actions of human beings.

While poverty persists, there is no true freedom.

And overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is an act of justice.
It is the protection of a fundamental human right, the right to dignity
and a decent life. “

That chimes very well with our motto for the European Year for Development
and I can think of no better person or words to inspire our Year ahead.
Thank you very much.


